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John the Apostle is on the Island of Patmos (perhaps as a prisoner) and is “in the Spirit on the Lord ’s Day” when 
he sees a vision of Jesus. It is interesting to note that this vision parallels what Daniel saw in Daniel 10.  

 
1. Revelation states seven times that the prophecies it speaks to were for the author’s time (2000 years ago). 

Rev. 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ….-things which must shortly take place. 
Rev. 1:3 Blessed is he who reads ….. for the time is near. 
Rev. 22:6 ….the things which must shortly take place. 
Rev. 22:7 "Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy  
Rev. 22:10 "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand….. 
Rev. 22:12 "And behold, I am coming quickly….. 
Rev. 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming quickly." …. 
 

2. The seven churches of Asia (Revelation 2-3) are real churches read about in the book of Acts. Within these 
seven churches we learn two important ideas: first, a church that does not purpose divine purposes or permits 
error will lose its candle stand (i.e. divine sanction). Second, that being small, weak or struggling is not something 
that will condemn anyone. There are also keys to the ideas in the rest of Revelation at the end of each part.  
 
3. The vision of heaven in Revelation 4-5 is a retelling of the Gospel – Jesus is the lamb who is slain so that this 
prophecy could come true. Jesus had to die before this prophecy (pertaining to Jerusalem’s destruction) could be 
fulfilled. The vision of heaven is almost identical to that of Ezekiel in Ezekiel 1-4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Revelation 6 – 9 parallels the events Jesus listed would occur before the temple was destroyed in Matthew 24. 
The seven seals speak to the events Jesus said would occur before the destruction, and the seven angels reflect 
the destruction itself, a parallel to the plagues of Egypt.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Revelation 10:11 states that the prophecy changes to one about the Gentile nations. The largest Gentile nation 
is Rome.  
 
6. The Two Witnesses are Elijah and Moses, who personify the Law and the Prophets (The Old Testament), which 
bear witness of Jesus (John 5:39).  
 
7. The Lady in Revelation 12 is the church, and her child is the individual Christian. We see this language elsewhere 
in 2 John, and we were told that the child is the Christian who overcomes in Revelation 2:27 
 
8. The Greater Beast of Revelation 13 is the Roman Empire. We are told in Daniel 7:23 that the beast is the fourth 
empire after Babylon (Persia, Macedonia). Later we are told the Harlot of Babylon is a city that sits on seven hills 
(Rev. 17:9); Rome is universally known as the City on Seven Hills. The Lesser Beast of Revelation 13 is the Head of 



the Greater Beast. This is the Roman Emperor. It is likely Nero, since he is the six Roman emperor since the first 
(Julius Caesar) as identified in Revelation 17:10, and his name number in gematria (numbers = letters) is 666 (Rev. 
13:18). Nero was the great persecutor of Christians.  
 
9. Revelation 15-18 speaks to the punishment of the Roman Empire and the city of Rome itself. Revlation 19 speaks 
about the wedding of the Lamb of God and the Bride.  
 
10. Revelation 20 is the only part that seems to be in the future. It looks at the Day of Resurrection and the 
Judgment of all men. The first resurrection is baptism (Romans 6:3-6), the second resurrection is the one at the 
end of time for all men (John 5:28-29). The first death is in the body when we die, and the second death is eternity 
in hell (Rev. 20:14).  


